
Wetlands 

Wetlands are important bird habitats, and birds use them for  

breeding, nesting, and rearing young.   

 

Birds also use wetlands as a source of drinking water and for  

feeding, resting, shelter, and social interactions.   

 

Wetlands provide food for birds in the form of plants, vertebrates, 

and invertebrates.  Wetland vegetation provides shelter from  

predators and from the weather.  The raccoon is a wetland predator 

that eats eggs and preys on birds.  Other animals, such as the  

snapping turtle, the alligator, or the large-mouthed bass, are  

effective water-based predators of young birds, particularly young 

waterfowl. Snakes take their toll as well.   

 

About one-third of North American bird species use wetlands for 

food, shelter, and (or) breeding.  Wetland loss due to draining, filling, 

or altering of surface-water and ground-water flow is a concern to 

many people.  
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Forest 

A Forest is a habitat that includes trees, plants, and 

other wildlife.  Forests have plenty of shade and 

shelter, food, and protection.   

 

Birds build nests in the branches of the trees. 

 

Birds eat worms and insects which are very plentiful 

in the forest. 

 

Many forests are being destroyed to create cities and 

more places to live.  Pollution is also a factor in how 

forests are being affected. 
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Grasslands 

Grasslands are areas dominated by grasses and forbs, and 

have few or no trees. Grazing and roaming animals occur in 

abundance. They occupy about one quarter of the Earth's 

land area. 

 

Birds build their nests close to the ground where they can be  

protected or in whatever tree they can find. 

 

Birds eat insects that can be found in the ground and grains. 

 

Overgrazing by livestock and plowing are the two greatest 

threats to temperate grasslands. Since the development of 

the steel plow much of these grasslands have been  

converted to agricultural lands because of their rich soil. 
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Cities and Towns 

Food is plentiful and the climate is sometimes warmer. 

 

Birds build nests in trees or in birdhouses made by people. 

 

Birds in this habitat eat insects, grains, and food provided by  

people either in birdfeeders or left on the ground. 

 

This habitat is always growing and increasing in population of 

people.  Bird habitats can sometimes be destroyed as a  

result of this growth.  Birds have predators in this habitat 

because of other animals and hunting.  Accidental death by 

automobiles are also a threat. 
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